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Township of Richland 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Report to Richland Township Board of Supervisors 
Regarding Proposed Adult Business Licensing 

and Zoning Regulations 
 

Controlling Secondary Effects Associated 
with Adult or Sexually Oriented Businesses 

 
Statistics and studies performed in a substantial number of communities in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, in the State of Delaware and elsewhere in the United 
States indicate that: 
 
 (1) Large numbers of persons, primarily male, frequent adult business estab-
lishments (as that term is defined in the proposed ordinance). 
 
 (2) Such adult business establishments have been used by patrons, clients or 
customers for the purpose of engaging in sexual acts. 
 
 (3) Male and female prostitutes have been known to frequent such adult 
business establishments. 
 
 (4) Where doors, curtains, blinds or other closures are permitted on or about 
booths, cubicles, studios and rooms in such adult business establishments, the commis-
sion of sexual acts is encouraged in such areas, resulting in the direct exchange of bodily 
fluids which put the participants at high risk for contracting communicable diseases 
and which cause blood, semen and urine to be deposited on the floors or walls, or both, 
of the booths, cubicles, studios and rooms, which poses a danger to the health and safety 
of other persons who enter such booths, cubicles, studios and rooms. 
 
 (5) Criminal activity, including obscenity, prostitution and related offenses is 
facilitated by the unregulated operation of adult businesses and by the concealment of 
the identities of the individuals who own, create, control and provide such businesses 
and by the failure of such individuals to exercise adequate control and supervision over 
those employed in such businesses and by the active promotion of prostitution and ob-
scenity by such individuals and businesses. 
 
The Solicitor has received reports from law enforcement officers of sexual activity within 
adult businesses in other jurisdictions represented by the Solicitor. 
 
Adult businesses cause undesirable secondary effects, including providing an atmos-
phere conducive to violence, sexual harassment, public intoxication, prostitution, the 
spread of sexually transmitted diseases, the performance of sexual acts in public places, 



ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMENT 

 6 Attachment 1-2 1/16/2008 
 

late-night noise and parking problems, the presence of discarded sexually oriented ma-
terials and similar problems, which require increased police response. 
 
The courts in numerous cases, including Barnes v. Glen Theatre, 501 U.S. 560 (1991), 
Mitchell v. Commission on Adult Entertainment Establishments, 10 F.Sd 123 (3d Cir. 
1993), City of Erie, et al. v. PAP's A.M., 120 S.Ct. 1382 (2000), Tomball of America v. 
Salem Twp., Civil Action No. 98-1140, U.S.D.C. W.D. Pa., May 3, 2000, City of Renton v. 
Playtime Theaters. Inc„ 475 U.S. 41, 106 S.Ct. 925 (1986), Piatek v. Pulaski Township, 
828 A.2d 1164 (Pa. Cmwlth. 2002), appeal denied, 857 A2d 681 (2004), and Conchotta v. 
Commissioner. Pennsylvania State Police, No. 05-1803 (3rd Cir. 2006), have recognized 
that adult businesses do cause such adverse secondary effects and that governmental 
attempts at controlling these secondary effects serve the government's substantial in-
terest in promoting the health, safety and welfare of its people, and further, that such 
adverse secondary effects may be caused by the presence of even one such establish-
ment. PAP's,. supra., 1391. 
 
Public nudity and public indecency, including but not limited to live nude entertain-
ment, adversely impacts the public health, safety and welfare by providing an atmos-
phere conducive to violence, sexual harassment, public intoxication, prostitution and the 
spread of sexually transmitted diseases. A prohibition of public nudity in Richland 
Township will help to preserve law and order within the Township. 
 
The regulations proposed in the Licensing Ordinance and amended Zoning Ordinance 
will serve to substantially control and limit the adverse secondary effects associated 
with adult businesses while permitting such businesses to operate to a reasonable and 
appropriate extent. 
 
The undersigned Solicitor and Chief of Police of the Northern Regional Police Depart-
ment recommend that the proposed regulations be enacted by the Board of Supervisors 
of Richland Township. 
 
 
 
    
 Charles M. Means, Solicitor Date 
 Township of Richland 
 
 
 
    
 Chief of Police, Date 
 Northern Regional Police Dept. 


